
ADVANCED PLACEMENT Language and Composition 
Summer Assignment - Fall 2019 

 
Rationale 
The AP Language and Composition class prepares students for the Advanced Placement exam given in 
May, and covers a standard American literature curriculum. To cover all the required reading and writing 
during the school year, summer assignments are required. Your annotations and question responses will 
demonstrate the writing skills and critical analysis skills you bring to the class, and class activities at the 
beginning of the school year will show the reading skills you possess at that time. 
  
General Information: 

● Written work is due on the first day the class meets for the 2019-2020 school year. 
●  It may be advantageous to purchase a new or used copy of the text, but the book is readily 

available in most libraries, as well. 
● Any student who adds AP English after the school year begins, or within the last two weeks of 

summer vacation, will be expected to complete the assignments by the conclusion of the first nine 
weeks of school. 

●  If you have questions, you may email one of the AP English III teachers: 
○ Mrs. Blackwell: kenya.blackwell@dpsnc.net 
○ Mrs. Howes: gracelyn.howes@dpsnc.net 
○ Mr. Lowman: alec.lowman2@dpsnc.net 

 
    
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 
Published in 1965, In Cold Blood tells the true story of the murder of the Clutter family in Holcomb, KS, 
on November 15, 1959.  Capote developed the new genre, the non-fiction novel, investigating the facts of 
the case and telling the story of the victims and perpetrators. 

● Read In Cold Blood 
● Annotate the text, following the directions included with this handout 
● Complete the response questions included with this handout. 

   
Recommended Text 
50 Essays: A Portable Anthology 
It is recommended (but not required) that you purchase this book over the summer.  You may purchase 
the fifth edition of this book, as it is the most up to date.  This collection is one of the primary texts used 
in the class, and having your own copy to annotate would be helpful. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation Objectives 
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For this course you will be asked to annotate all that we will be reading.  In this assignment you will be 
annotating your copy of In Cold Blood.  Your annotations will be spot-checked and graded on the first 
day of class. During the first week of class, we will begin our first process-writing piece, which is an 
argumentative essay based on the text. The essay prompt is included below so that you can annotate 
the text with your argument in mind. 
  
Prompt: 
A common psychological debate is whether individuals are more controlled by “nature” (the inherited 
traits over which we have no control such as eye color, disease, etc.) or “nurture” (the upbringing by our 
parents and family members).   Discuss nature and nurture as it relates to either Dick or Perry and draw a 
conclusion in which you support which is more important. 
 

Annotation Guidelines 
  
If you are not reading your own copy of the text, you will need to use post-it notes in the book, or 
keep annotations on separate sheets of paper. 
  
For the sake of standardization of annotating for class and for grading purposes, your book notes should 
follow this format: 
  
Inside Front Cover:  Character list with small space for character summary and for page references for 
key scenes, moments of character development, etc. 
  
Inside Back Cover:   Themes, topics, conflicts, key scenes, important moments, etc.   List and add page 
references and/or notes as you read 
  
Bottom and Side Page Margins in the book:  Interpretive notes, questions, and/or remarks that refer to 
meaning of the page.  Markings or notes to tie in with information on the inside back cover. 
  
Top Margins:  Plot notes -- a quick few words or phrases which summarize what happens here (useful for 
quick location of passages in discussion and for writing assignments). 
 
 Additional Markings: 

● underlining: done while or after reading to help locate passages for discussion, essays, or 
questions. 

● brackets: done while or after reading to highlight key speeches, descriptions, etc. that are too long 
to underline easily. 

  
Be sure to include a note or word as to why you underlined or bracketed something. You do not want to 
look back on a passage and wonder why you marked it. 
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Note: We are not looking for detailed annotations on every single page, but each section of the text 
should contain quality annotations that reflect the above guidelines. If we were to flip to a pivotal scene 
or moment in the text, for example, and find nothing marked, that would be problematic. 
  
Marking and Note-taking tips (optional): 
  
Þ    Use one color ink to do initial marking while reading; then go back with another color or colors to 
mark more thoroughly once you have finished a larger section, and have had time to think about it and are 
able to see development of images, etc. more clearly. 
  
Þ    At chapter or section ends, stop to index page numbers on your front cover list of character 
information and traits as well as on your back cover list of themes, images, allusions, etc. 
  
Þ    Do underlining as you read and side margin notes as you finish a page or two. 
  
Þ    Add to side margin notes during class discussion also. 
  
Grading: Since everyone's notes will be similar in format, yet somewhat different in content (there is 
obviously no one correct phrase to have at the top of page 112 of The Great Gatsby, for example), book 
grades will be based on thoroughness, clarity, neatness, and apparent effort ("apparent effort" 
because not all notes on every page will be read).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analysis Questions 
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Instructions:  All questions should be typed in MLA format (12-point font, double spaced, parenthetical 
references for page numbers).  Be sure to clearly identify the section and number of question to which 
you are responding.  Be clear and specific in your references to the text as well as your explanation of 
those examples and their importance. 
  
Before you read In Cold Blood: 
Your response for each question should be 5-7 sentences in length.  Answer all of these questions. 
(10 points each) 

1.  Look at the title. What does it mean if something is done “in cold blood”? What do you think that 
the book might be about judging from the title? Explain why you think that. 

2. Can murder be a necessary evil?  Why or why not?  
3. What does justice mean to you? Explain why your definition of justice may be unique from 

another’s or from society’s conception. 
 
While you read In Cold Blood: 
Your response for each question should be 3-6 sentences.  Be sure to include a textual reference 
(either direct quotation or paraphrase with citation) where appropriate for each question. (5 points 
each) 
  
“The Last to See Them Alive” – CHOOSE THREE 

1. According to the text, what is Mr. Clutter’s only reason for “disquiet” in his life? 
2. How do the narrative voice and the sentence structure of the text change when the story shifts 

from descriptions of the Clutter family to descriptions of Hickock and Perry Smith? Cite 
evidence. 

3. How does Perry’s obsession with foreign countries and sunken treasures symbolize his social 
status as an outcast? Explain. 

4. What is the biggest challenge to the friendship between Perry Smith and Willie-Jay? 
5. How does initial speculation about the murders change the atmosphere within the Holcomb 

community? 
 
“Persons Unknown” – CHOOSE THREE 

1. Which aspects of the crime scene as observed by Al Dewey examining the photographs 
foreshadow the eventual capture of the suspects? 

2. What does Susan Kidwell find most disturbing about her visit to the funeral parlor? Why? 
3. What does Perry’s behavior at the beach and swimming pool reveal about his character? 
4. How are the police able to determine the order in which the Clutter family members were 

murdered? Explain. 
5. How are Dick and Perry planning to return to the United States? What does their plan reveal 

about their state of mind following the Clutter murders? 
  
 
 
 



ADVANCED PLACEMENT Language and Composition 
Summer Assignment - Fall 2019 

 
 
“Answer” – CHOOSE THREE 

1. What event in the opening pages of this section turns the investigation around? 
2. What does the nickname Perry has given reveal about his character and his self-image? Explain. 
3. Why is Perry disturbed by a newspaper account he reads when he and Dick arrive in Miami, 

Florida? 
4. To what extent does Dick’s sexuality contribute to his status as a societal outsider? What is 

Perry’s reaction to Dick’s sexuality? Explain. 
5. According to Perry, what is his only regret about the night of the murders? Explain the 

importance of this regret. 
  
“The Corner” – CHOOSE THREE 

1. What is Mrs. Meier’s first impression of Perry Smith? 
2. What changes does Perry want to make to his initial statement to the police? What is his 

motivation for making these changes? 
3. What is the symbolic significance of the big yellow bird? 
4. Why does Perry go on a hunger strike? Why does he eventually change his mind and end his 

hunger strike? 
5. What does Dick pursue in order to appeal his conviction? 

  
  
  
 


